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(1) The proper condition and oper-
ation of the survival craft and rescue 
boat launching appliances at loads 
ranging from light load to full load, ex-
cept that any portion of the load test 
conducted in connection with replace-
ment or end-for-ending of a fall since 
the vessel’s last inspection or reinspec-
tion, need not be repeated; 

(2) The proper condition and oper-
ation of lifeboats and rescue boats, in-
cluding engines and release mecha-
nisms; 

(3) The proper condition of flotation 
equipment such as lifebuoys, life-
jackets, immersion suits, work vests, 
lifefloats, buoyant apparatus, and asso-
ciated equipment; 

(4) The proper servicing of each in-
flatable liferaft and inflatable life-
jacket has been serviced as required 
under this chapter; 

(5) The proper servicing of each hy-
drostatic release unit, other than a dis-
posable hydrostatic release unit, as re-
quired under this chapter; and 

(6) The ability of crew to effectively 
carry out abandon-ship and fire-fight-
ing procedures. 

(c) Other inspections. (1) Lifesaving 
appliances and arrangements are sub-
ject to tests and inspections described 
in paragraph (a) of this section when-
ever a new lifesaving appliance is in-
stalled on the vessel. The test in para-
graph (a)(1) of this section must be car-
ried out whenever a wire fall for a 
launching appliance is replaced or 
turned end-for-end. 

(2) Lifesaving appliances and ar-
rangements are subject to tests and in-
spections described in paragraph (b) of 
this section during vessel boardings to 
ensure that the appliances and ar-
rangements comply with applicable re-
quirements, are in satisfactory condi-
tion, and remain fit for the service. 

[CGD 84–069, 61 FR 25313, May 20, 1996, as 
amended by USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6510, Feb. 
9, 2000]

Subpart B—Requirements for All 
Vessels

§ 199.60 Communications. 
(a) Radio lifesaving appliances. Radio 

lifesaving appliance installations and 
arrangements must meet the require-
ments of 47 CFR part 80. 

(b) Emergency position indicating 
radiobeacons (EPIRB) and search and 
rescue transponders (SART). Each 
EPIRB and SART should have the 
name of the vessel plainly marked or 
painted on its label, except for EPIRBs 
or SARTs in an inflatable liferaft or 
permanently installed in a survival 
craft. 

(c) Distress signals. Each vessel 
must— 

(1) Carry not less than 12 rocket 
parachute flares approved under ap-
proval series 160.136; and 

(2) Stow the flares on or near the ves-
sel’s navigating bridge. 

(d) Onboard communications and alarm 
systems. Each vessel must meet the re-
quirements for onboard communica-
tions between emergency control sta-
tions, muster and embarkation sta-
tions, and strategic positions on board. 
Each vessel must also meet the emer-
gency alarm system requirements in 
subchapter J of this chapter, which 
must be supplemented by either a pub-
lic address system or other suitable 
means of communication.

§ 199.70 Personal lifesaving appli-
ances. 

(a) Lifebuoys. Each vessel must carry 
lifebuoys approved under approval se-
ries 160.150 as follows: 

(1) Stowage. Lifebuoys must be 
stowed as follows: 

(i) Each lifebuoy must be capable of 
being rapidly cast loose. 

(ii) No lifebuoy may be permanently 
secured to the vessel in any way. 

(iii) Each lifebuoy stowage position 
must be marked with either the words 
‘‘LIFEBUOY’’ or ‘‘LIFE BUOY’’, or 
with the appropriate symbol from IMO 
Resolution A.760(18). 

(iv) Lifebuoys must be so distributed 
as to be readily available on each side 
of the vessel and, as far as practicable, 
on each open deck extending to the 
side of the vessel. At least one lifebuoy 
must be located near the stern of the 
vessel. The lifebuoys with attached 
self-igniting lights must be equally dis-
tributed on both sides of the vessel. 

(v) At least two lifebuoys, each with 
attached self-activating smoke signals, 
must be stowed where they can be 
quickly released from the navigating 
bridge and should, when released, fall 
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